
 

 

 
McLEOD COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 8, 2011 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by 
Commissioner Kermit Terlinden in the County Board Room.  Commissioners Nies and Wright were 
present. Commissioners Bayerl and Wangerin had excused absences.  County Administrator Patrick 
Melvin, County Attorney Michael Junge, County Auditor-Treasurer Cindy Schultz and HR Director Mary 
Jo Wieseler were also present.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
At the request of Commissioner Terlinden, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS  
 
The following item was added to the agenda:   

 County Attorney Michael Junge requesting approval for a Tile Line Easement. 
  
Wright/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda as revised. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

A) Approval of February 18, 2011 Auditor’s Warrants. 
B) Approval of February 25, 2011 1:34 pm Auditor’s Warrants. 
C) Approval of February 25, 2011 3:35 pm Auditor’s Warrants. 
D) Approval of Allan Trautman’s Conditional Use Permit JP-11-C1 located within the Hutchinson 

Joint Planning Area to construct accessory structure within the front yard on the west property 
line on property located on Lot 12, Block 1 of Judson Woods, Section 25, Township 117 Range 
30 (Acoma). 

E) Approval of Jeffrey Rannow’s Conditional Use Permit 11-02 to construct an accessory structure 
greater than 2,000 square feet on a parcel less than 10 acres in size.  The property is located on 
9 acres of the NW ¼ NW1/4, Section 33, Township 116 (Hassen Valley) Range 29.  Hassen 
Valley Township unanimously recommended approval on Tuesday, February 8, 2011.  The 
McLeod County Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval at their meeting on 
Wednesday, February 23, 2011. 

 
Nies/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda. 

 
PAYMENT OF BILLS – COMMISSIONER WARRANT LIST 
 
County Auditor-Treasurer Cindy Schultz noted two Secretary II advertising payments from the 
Commissioner’s budget that was corrected to be paid from the County Administration budget. 
 
 

General Revenue                         $236,335.28     
Road & Bridge                              $  14,617.25 
Solid Waste                                   $ 14,173.60 
Special Revenue Fund                  $      280.89 
 

Nies/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to approve payment of bills totaling $265,407.02 from 
the aforementioned funds. 
 



 

 

COUNTY ATTORNEY – Michael Junge 
 

A) Michael Junge requested approval to enter into a Tile Line Easement Agreement for the County 
property located north of Health and Human Services.   If the County decides to develop the 
property which is currently being rented by a resident for farming, the adjacent property owners, 
Glencoe West Pond Properties, LLC, will be given a 4 month notice and will have to bear the cost 
of moving the tile line to the property line.  Until that happens the County will allow the Glencoe 
West Pond Properties, LLC to continue using the tile line on County property and will have to 
assume any responsibility for its maintenance and repair. 

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the Tile Line Easement Agreement based on 
the recommendation of the County Attorney. 
 
ROAD AND Bridge – Engineer John Brunkhorst 
 

A) John Brunkhorst requested approval to purchase a 2012 Mack tandem truck chassis from Nuss 
Truck and Equipment of Roseville, MN.  The State Contract pricing is $101,893.26 including tax, 
license and a $12,000 trade in allowance for a 1987 Mack with 290,000 miles.  The equipment 
package for this truck was purchased last fall for $84,000.  The funds to pay for this truck chassis 
are in the 2011 Highway Department’s capital budget.  

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve truck chassis purchase for $101,893.26 after 
trade in of the old truck and only after other McLeod County jurisdictions have been given the 
option to purchase the truck from the County for $12,000 plus tax and declined. 
 
PRAIRIE COUNTRY RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT (RC & D) – Coordinator 
Randy Nelson 
 

A) Randy Nelson presented information recapping last year’s activities of Prairie Country RC & D in 
the nine counties that Prairie Country serves.  The focus was on watershed projects, being 
involved in calculating the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and developing TMDL pollution 
reduction plans.  This organization also assisted in the coordination of the Crow River Clean Up, 
Day on September 18, 2010, assisted counties with the application of grants for county building 
energy enhancements and is a partner with the West Central Energy Team to promote and 
educate the public on alternative and renewable energy and energy conservation alternatives.  
Prairie County RC & D continues to provide fundraising and technical assistance to four learning 
centers in their area and also has a mini-grant program which has approved 11 grant applications 
totaling $10,434 and which have been matched by local cash and in-kind contributions.   

 
SHERIFF – Chief Deputy Tim Langenfeld 
 

A) A motion approved at the February 22, 2011 Board meeting was for Emergency Services Director 
Kevin Mathews to do more research and return to the Board for more discussion about whether 
or not to charge cities and townships for sandbags.  Chief Deputy Langenfeld shared Mr. 
Mathews recommendation not to charge cities and townships for sandbags but limiting the 
number available to each community.  There was some discussion about the County ensuring 
that it had sufficient sandbags to protect County infrastructure at risk of flooding.  The County 
Board approved purchasing 8,000 sandbags at its last Board meeting.  The Board decided not to 
limit the number of sandbags available to cities and townships.  
 

B) Additional research done by the Sheriff’s Department concluded that other counties do not 
provide sandbags or sand to citizens.  In place of providing sandbags and sand the Sheriff’s 
Department will provide information on the County website identifying where County residents 
and private businesses can purchase sandbags and sand and instructions on how to properly 
build dikes. 

 



 

 

Nies/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to share, at no cost and with no limit, sandbags with 
McLeod County cities and townships and to put information about where additional sandbags and 
sand can be obtained on the County Sheriff’s website. 
 
 
INFORMATION SERVICES – Central Services Manager Tom Keefe 
 

A) Tom Keefe asked the Board to consider hiring Marco to conduct surveys regarding the feasibility 
of wireless conductivity at County facilities.  The goal of the surveys is to provide a baseline of the 
County’s network infrastructure and data centers to verify that the County’s current system can 
handle a wireless network.  Also the wireless site survey for the County buildings will identify what 
is needed to implement a wireless network for each of the respective County buildings. 
 
Tom Keefe suggests contracting with Marco of St Cloud, MN for the three surveys on wireless, 
baseline network and data center.  The total cost of the surveys is $11,935.  The Cisco Sire 
Program is contributing $4,000 towards the surveys. (It is beneficial for Cisco to assist with the 
total cost of the surveys as Cisco products are used for the County’s network infrastructure).   
The remaining $7,935 will be deducted from the Preferred Service Plan that the Information 
Systems Department currently has with Marco. The Law Library has agreed to provide $3,600 to 
the Information Systems Department to cover the survey cost of the Courthouse building. 
Discussion was also held recently with the Fair Board concerning wireless services and the 
limitations of IS Department staff hours. The Fairgrounds will not be included in these surveys. 
 

Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve contracting with Marco of St Cloud, MN for 
$7,935 worth of work to complete wireless, baseline and data center surveys on County facilities. 

 
 

PLANNING AND ZONING – Director Larry Gasow 
 

A) Larry Gasow presented proposed amendments and corrections to the County Zoning Ordinance 
which were unanimously approved by the Planning Commission at their February 23, 2011 
meeting.  Some of the changes included allowing for permitted uses for up to 2,400 square foot 
accessary structures and electrical wind turbines less than 40 KW and 125’ in height.  Another 
change is to increase residential density within the shoreland area of General & Residential 
Development lakes from four to six residences in the same quarter section.   
 
This updated and restructured Zoning Ordinance will now make it easier to update the County 
website, allowing for changes to be made to individual sections versus having to change the 
whole document. The first public hearing for these proposed changes was at the Planning 
Commission meeting on February 23, 2011 and the Board meeting of March 8, 2011 is the 
second required public hearing.   

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the revised County Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 
AUDITOR-TREASURER – Cindy Schultz 
 

A) Cindy Schultz requested Board authorization to accept the gifts and contributions received by the 
County in the amount of $2,303,910.01 for the year ended December 31, 2010.  A report detailed 
each amount received by each account, showing the largest was from the Annamarie Tudhope 
Estate in the amount of $2,264,482.03. 
 

Wright/Terlinden motion unanimously approved for the acceptance of gifts and contributions in 
the amount of $2,303,910.01 for the year ending December 31, 2010. 
 
ASSESSOR – Sue Schulz 



 

 

 
A) Sue Schulz provided information regarding Hutchinson parcel 23.230.0055 owned by Mayberry 

Property Management, LLC.   The apartment built in the 1980’s is showing signs of aging.  A 
Stipulation of Settlement and Order is requested reducing the estimated market value from 
$1,385,000 to $1,036,800 for taxes payable in 2010 and an abatement for the same amount for 
payable 2011. The value will remain the same for 2012.   

 
Wright/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve the reduction in estimated market value from 
$1,385,000 to $1,036,800 for parcel 23.230.0055 owned by Mayberry Property Management, LLC.   
 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION  
 

A) Recommendations from the March 1, 2011 Staffing Request Review Committee: 
1. Consider agreement with RW Beck for consultation services for Solid Waste Management.  

 
 Recommendation:  Approve Solid Waste Management to enter into an agreement with RW  

Beck of St Paul, MN at a cost not to exceed  $7,500 to create specifications for a 
replacement baler. 

 
 

2. Consider filling Transportation and Quality Control Coordinator (grade 12) at Solid Waste 
Management made vacant due to a promotion.    

 
 Recommendation:  Hire a full-time Transportation and Quality Control Coordinator (grade 
 12) at Solid Waste Management.   
  
 

3.  Consider volunteer for the summer of 2011 at Public Health.  
  
 Recommendation:  Approve Public Health to pursue a volunteer intern for the summer. 
 

4. Consider Agriculture Extension Intern for Extension. 
 
 Recommendation:  Approve Nathan Winter applying for an Agriculture Extension Intern for  
 the summer at no cost to the County. 
 

5.  Consider Building Maintenance to work with Glencoe-Silver Lake School for a student to 
work one hour per day. 

 
 Recommendation:  Approve Building Maintenance to pursue the Glencoe High School 

student worker at no cost to the County.  
 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the Staffing Request Review Committee 
recommendations. 
 

B) Consider installation of two photoelectric proximity switches in the Solid Waste Management 
Department to regulate the amount of product.  Installation will be at the bunker conveyor to 
incline conveyor transition area and at the incline conveyor to the sort line conveyor transition 
area to regulate the amount of product. The installation will be performed by K & S Electric, Inc of 
Olivia, MN at a cost of $1,899 which includes the material, labor, equipment and tools.  

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the purchase and installation of two 
photoelectric proximity switches and their installation from K & S Electric, Inc. of Olivia, MN. 
 



 

 

C) Consider a letter of support for Jefferson Lines to continue offering intercity bus service that 
includes Hutchinson. 

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve a letter of support to Jefferson Lines to 
continue offering intercity bus service that includes Hutchinson. 
 

D) Discussion was held concerning the cancellation of insurance for the Solid Waste 2005 Peterbilt 
truck and various trailers covered under Great West Casualty Company through AMP Insurance, 
Fergus Falls, MN and transfer back onto the MCIT insurance schedule.  Previously these items 
were not able to be insured through MCIT because they traveled out of state.  With that no longer 
being the case the Central Services Manager Betty Werth is suggesting these items be put back 
on MCIT coverage at a savings of $3,821.00.  There was discussion about whether or not the 
trailers might still be going across State lines.  The discussion was tabled to allow staff to confirm 
that the trailers will not be going across State lines.. 

 
E) Set date/time for a closed meeting to discuss union contract negotiations. 

 
Nies/Wright motion unanimously approved setting a closed meeting for Tuesday, March 22, 2011 
at 12:00 p.m. for a conference call with Frank Madden to discuss union contract negotiations. 
 
 
Wright/Nies motion carried unanimously to recess at 10:50 a.m. until March 22, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ATTEST 
 

 
_____________________________       ___________________________________ 
Beverly Wangerin, Board Chair Patrick Melvin, County Administrator 
 


